
 
Case Study: #5C The Unexpected Legacy  The Legacy of Mr. Anderson - The Importance 
of Estate Planning 

Introduction 

Mr. Anderson, a successful businessman and beloved community member, recently passed 
away unexpectedly. He left behind a loving family, a thriving business, and a substantial estate. 
However, Mr. Anderson did not have an estate plan in place. His family is now facing confusion, 
conflict, and potential financial hardship as they navigate the complex process of settling his 
affairs. 

The Problem 

Without an estate plan, Mr. Anderson's family is left to grapple with: 

●​ Uncertainty: Who will inherit his assets? How will his business be managed? Who will make 
healthcare decisions for his minor children? 

●​ Conflict: Disagreements may arise among family members regarding the distribution of 
assets, leading to strained relationships and potential legal battles. 

●​ Financial Burden: The probate process can be lengthy and costly, potentially depleting the 
estate's value and delaying the distribution of assets to beneficiaries. 

●​ Tax Implications: Without proper planning, the estate may be subject to unnecessary estate 
taxes, reducing the amount passed on to loved ones. 

Questions for Students: 

1.​ Define Estate Planning: What is estate planning, and why is it important for individuals of 
all ages and financial situations? 

2.​ Consequences of No Plan: What are the potential consequences of not having an estate 
plan, as illustrated by Mr. Anderson's situation? 

3.​ Key Components: What are the key components of a comprehensive estate plan? 
4.​ Real-World Application: Research and identify the specific estate planning documents 

and tools relevant to your state of residence. 
5.​ Ethical Considerations: Discuss the ethical implications of estate planning, such as 

ensuring fairness and avoiding potential conflicts among beneficiaries. 

 


